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In a notice on p. 240 will be found a statement of 
the objects and work of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade having special regard to 
the recent transfer to the Board of Trade of the Imperial 
Institute. The main office of the Branch is at present 
at No. 50, Parliament Street, S.W., with a temporary 
enquiry office at 49, Hastcheap, H.C., the City Branch of 
the Imperial Institute. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. vii. of the advertisements, 
and a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 238-9. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office, since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” will 
-be found on pp. 235-7. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 


‘The Secretary of State for War is prepared to receive tenders for 
Tenders for Sale ‘2° purchase of such quantities of condemned 
Royal Irish Constabulary bedding as may befor 
of Condemned disposal during the period of th fir 
Royal Irish isposal during the period of three years from 
C ist June, 1903, at the Constabulary Stores: in 
ey ireland. 

Belaing. Forms of tender and conditicns of contract 
may be obtained on personal application, or by letter addressed to 
the Director of Army Contracts, War Office, Pall Mall, S.W., or 
the Inspector-General of Royal Irish Constabulary, Constabulary 
Office, Dublin Castle, between the hours of 10 and 4 o'clock ; and 
tenders will not be entertained unless made upon the forms so 
obtained. Specimens of the old bedding may be seen at the Royal 
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Irish Constabulary Depdét, Phoenix Park, Dublin, and at the 
Ordnance Office, Tower of London. 

The tenders are to be delivered at the War Office; Pall Mall, 
London, 8.W., by 12 o’clock noon, on Wednesday, the 13th May. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
supply lowsided waggons and laminated, dc., 
: beatin | _ springs for the Indian State Railways. 

. The conditions of contract may be obtained 
on application to the. Director-General of Stores, India Office, 
Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at that office by 
2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the 5th May, after which time no tender 
will be received. : 


A notification has been received at the Board of Trade to the effect 
Regain Gate eee the yaaa of the Great SL gg gg 
’ ailwa ompany- are prepared to receive 
edgar tenders for the supply of the following stores, 
viz. :—Sheffield tools, files, &c.; carriage door handles and hinges ; 
cast-iron tank plates and sluice ‘valves ; wheels and axles ; tie bars, 
gibs and -cotters ;. brake rigging. 

Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the 
Goins pany’s Offices, 48, Copthall Avenue, London, E.C., on payment 
of the fee for the specification, which payment will not be returned. 

Tenders must be delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to the 
Secretary to the Company, marked ‘Tender for Sheffield Tools, 
&c.,” or, as the case may be, not later than 11 o’clock a.m. on 
Thursday, the 7th May. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 





Tenders for 





TRINIDAD. 

A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the Collector of Customs at Port of Spain, 
Harbour enclosing a memorandum relating to certain 
Improvements. proposed harbour improvements at that port. 
Two schemes have been drawn up, the one 
which it is said is the more likely to: be adopted, providing for a 
quay wall 2,500 ft. long, a basin 700 ft. wide and with a depth of 
24, ft.,an approach channel of the same depth and two miles long, 
94 acres of reclamation, extensive sheds, three miles of railway line, 
and an electric power-house for supplying light and motive power 
for cranes, &c.. The total cost would be 550,000/. In addition, it is 
proposed to give accommodation for the bunkering of steamers, and 
to purchase a floating dock sufficient to lift vessels of 4,000 tons 

‘light displacement. 
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EGYPT. 

With reference to the announcement which appeared on p. 4 of 
Tenders for the ‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 2nd April 
-Electric Power respecting a call for tenders for’ an electric 
Suovl power supply at Ghiza, given on the authority 
c PP'Y of the Egyptian “ Journal Officiel,” it may be 
oncession. ~ noted that the “ Journal Officiel ” of 18th April 
reproduces the original notice and in the same terms, but with the 
exception that the date up to which tenders will be received has 

been altered to the 15th June next. 

Such particulars respecting the concession as are contained in 
the “Journal Officiel” may be seen on application to the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 am. to 1 p-m.). 


RUSSIA, 


In regard to the projected junction. line between the Siberian 
railway and the Northern Russian railway 
system, in connection with which four sets of 
plans have been under consideration by a 
Commission of the Russian Ministry of Finance, the “ Journal de 
St. Pétersbourg” of the 3rd (16th) April states that one of these 
schemes has now been finally adopted. 

It may be recalled that the Urals are at present crossed 
by two railways—in the north near Kuschva station on the 
Perm line, and in the south near Zlatoust station on the 
Samara-Zlatoust line. Traffic at these points is already exces- 
sive, and it is stated that these lines would not be able to cope 
with the increased traffic likely to arise from the establishment of 
communication between the Siberian railway and the northern 
railway system of European Russia. 

It has, therefore, been decided to adopt the plan for the construc- 
tion of the line vz Kurgan Shadrinsk Ekaterinburg Krasno- 
Ufimsk and Tcheptsy, with the proviso that the Kama is to be 
crossed at a point as far south as possible. 

The cost of the continuation is estimated to be 75 million roubles, 
or about 8 millions sterling, the total distance of the line being 
1,201 versts, or 800 miles, necessitating the construction of 
956 verst, or 636 miles of new railway, and a bridge across the 
Kama. 

It is considered that this project will be of advantage to 
agriculture, since the line traverses the most fertile regions, and 
also to the mineral industries of the Urals. 





Railway 
Construction. 


The same issue of the “ Journai de St. Pétersbourg” states that 
the route has now been traced for the projected extension of the 


Riasan Oural railway to Astrakhan, a distance of 522 versts, or 
347 miles, 





Az 
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EASTERN SIBERIA. 

On pp. 208-9 will be found an article on the opportunities for British 
List of Goods trade in Eastern Siberia, in which the British 
a ieeeneeenl Commercial Agent at Vladivostock calls atten- 
; tion to the opening in that part of Siberia for 
minirg machinery, bricks and brick presses, fire bricks and fancy 
tiles, builders’ ironmongery, carpenters’ and blacksmiths’ tools, 
galvanised iron, winding and hauling engines, boilers, light rail- 

ways, briquette-making plant, coal and fire-arms. 





BELGIUM. 

The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 18th April announces 
aihaicten that tenders will be opened on the 20th May 
Railway by the “ Société National des Chemins de Fer 
PR cn I Vicinaux,” at No. 14, Rue de la Science, 
‘ Brussels, for the construction of the local line 
from Bruges to Middelbourg and Aardenburg, and eventually of 
the junction line with the local lines from Bruges to Swevezeele 

and from Bruges to L’Ecluse and Heyst. 

The upset price of the work is 185,154 francs (7,406/.) and a 
deposit of 19,000 francs (760I.) is required. Tenders by registered 
letter must be addressed to the Director-General of the Company 
at the address given above, where they will be received not later 
than the 19th May. Plans, estimates, and conditions of contract 
may be seen at the Company’s office and at the office of M. Van 
Aken, Rue Charles-le-Bon, Bruges. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on payment of 
1 franc (10d.). 





SPAIN. 
The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 23rd April contains a Royal Order 
Nickel-Chrome authorising the Ministry of Marine to carry 
Steel Plates out, without the formalities of calling for ten- 
, ders, the acquisition of nickel-chrome steel 
plates for the armour plating to protect the 14 c.m. guns of the 
cruiser “ Cataluiia.” 


The same ‘‘ Gaceta” contains a Royal Order authorising the War 
Coke. I q Office to acquire by direct negotiation for the 
Oke, Ton ane Trubia factory 10,000 metric quintals of coal- 


Lead. coke, 2,000. metric quintals of coke-iron, and 
100 metric quintals of ingots of lead. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of 24th April contains an announce- 
ment calling for tenders, which will be opened 


Tenders for at 11 a.m. 30 days from the publication of the 


sen ane Win notice, in the office of the Chief of the 
egrap * Telegraph Section of the Directorate-General 
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SPAIN—continued. 


of Posts and Telegraphsj Carretas, 10, Madrid, but which must be 
presented 48 hours earljer, acco: npanied by proof of a deposit of 
) per cent. of the amount of the contract at upset prices, for the 
supply of 70 tons of gajvanised iron wire and 12 tons of bronze 
wire, for the telegraph lihes of the State. 

Of the iron wire, 60 tons is to be of 4 mm. diameter, the upset 
price for which is 570 ppsetas, or about 17/. per ton, and 10 tons 
is to be of 5 mm., upset fprice 545 pesetas, or about 161. per ton. 

Of the bronze wire, $ tons is to be of 3 mm. diameter, and 
4 tons of 2 mm., and fhe upset price for both of these sizes is 
2,890 pesetas, or about $4/. per ton. 


The “Gaceta de Madriq” of 25th April contains a notice calling 
Railway Plant for tenders, which will be opened at 1 p.m. on 
pra pee — — panos es aye c one 

; and Work a raliway from Kstella to Vitoria an 
Rolling Stock, = ue ngo (ncw Len Martires), with a branch 
from Arroniz to Lerin, pt the upse’ price of 3,468,811-°76 pesetas, 
or about 101,279/. A ‘provisional deposit of 10 per cent. of the 
upset price is required to qualify any tender. A copy of the plan 
and conditions of the concession (tariff, term of years, &c.) are to 
be seen at the Office of Concession and Construction of Railways, 
in the Ministry of Agriculture, Industry, Commerce and Public 


Works, Madrid. 


The “ Gacetas” con‘nining the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 














GREECE. 


H.M. Consul at Patras reports that Labrador codfish is yearly grow- 

ings more in favour with all classes in the 
Labrador Codfish. province of Patras ; owing to the difficulties of 

cou munication with the towns and villages of 
the mountainous distri:ts of the interior, fresh fish cannot easily 
reach them, consequeis:ly codfish takes its place and is largely con- 
sumed during the tins of fasting which are so frequent in Greece. 
Last year 252 tons: wee imported by steamer from the Labrador 
coast direct, and nearky 1,340 tons by eight sailing vessels. At 
the opening of the ¢2ason 19s. per 100 Ibs. c.i.f. were realised, 
and since then prices have gradually declined to 16s., which should 
be a fairly remunerative price to shippers. 

Labrador codfish suffers to some extent from the competition 
of French bounty fed. ish, all arrivals in French bottoms receiving 
a drawback of 6s. 5d. per 100 lbs. The import duty is also heavy, 
amounting to about 43. per 100 lbs. 
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GREECE—continued. 


Pickled salmon, in tierces of 300 lbs. each, is also much esteemed. 

This comes from Newfoundland wid Liverpool. 
Pickled Salmon. Last year the catch having been small, impor- 

tation only amounted to 150 tierces, which 
sold at from 5l. to 8l. per tierce, cost, freight and insurance. 
This quantity was quite inadequate for requirements, which 
amount annually to 300 to 400 tierces, and the market is quite 
bare of stock and would pay high rates for any prime fish offering. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,953.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


In his recent report, the British Vice-Consul at Kansas City states 
‘Ojlcloth and that oilcloth and linoleums have been cleared 
pores sto at the Custom-house there to the extent of 

’ 1,015/., and this is a trade which could well be 
pushed. Amongst the various floor coverings it is to be noted 
that whilst the extremely heavy duty upon woollen goods almost 
excludes the British carpet manufacturer from the market, there 
seems to be room for linoleums. The clearances of Japanese 
mattings for floor coverings are very large, but active pushing of 
floor coverings of British manufacture might readily develop an 
increased trade. 


In seeds the total clearings have amounted to 6001. A good 
market should be developed in Scotch oats. 

Scotch Oats. During the past year Russian wheat for seed 
has been largely imported, and a similar market 

should await Scotch oats. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,952.) 





ARGENTINA. 


The ‘‘ Diario Oficial” of Chile of 16th March contains a Decree, 
; ranting to Don J. J. Belaustegui permission 
seas: Aras to pons. Siew and work a metre am railway 
Re k from the Cabrero station of the Central Railway, 
Rolling Stock. eastwards by the valley of the river Laja to the 
frontier of the Argentine Republic. Plant and machinery for the 
construction of the line and stations are declared free of Customs 
duties and will be carried over the State railways at a reduction of 
50 per cent. from the Tariff rates. ‘The Government makes a grant 
of 200,0001. to the company, payable, up to 120,000/., at the rate 
of 1,000. per kilometre opened for traffic, and the remaining 
80,0007. upon completion of the work and its connection on 
Argentina territory with another line or lines which reach either 
Buenos Aires or Bahia Blanca. 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITEG STATES OF AMERICA. . 
With. reference to. the notice on p. 199 of the “ Board of Trade 
gt Louis Jotrnal” of 20th January, and to previous 

Exhibition notices respecting the exhibition to be held at 
aihiadinnin of St.Louis in 1904, it may be noted that the 

aoetete et ls ty Eondon Gazette” of 24th April announces 

see the appointment of a Royal Commission, whose 

Commission. duties will be to obtain and distribute full 
information as to the best mode by which the United Kingdom 
and the Colonies may be represented at the exhibition, to assist 
with advice and co-operation, and generally to promote the 
success of the exhibition. 

Colonel ©. M. Watson, C.B., C.M.G., is the secretary to-the 
Commission, to whoa any enquiries should be addressed, and 
from whom all. particylars can be obtained by intending exhibitors. 
The offices of the Cor mission are at 47, Victoria Street, S.W. 


GERMANY. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
and translation, transmitted by H.M. Minister 
at Dresden, of a prospectus rat the German 
Towns Exhibition, to be held at Dresden from 
2¢th May to the end of September next. 

The particulars of tae exhibition were forwarded to H.M. Minister 
by the Chief Burgoraster, not as requests to exhibit, but as invita- 
tions to British towns and local authorities to visit the exhibition. 

Its objects, inter aia, are stated to be :— 

(a) To show the condition of German towns at the beginning of 
the twentieth century, in respect of communications, lighting, street- 
making, drainage, bridges, harbours, municipal trading, finance, &c. 

(b) To exhibit the productions of German manufacturers for the 
use of the local admiaistrations, including machinery and technical 
objects and construc:ion both above and below ground. 


LUXEMBURG. 
A despatch, dated 23rd April, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague trans- 
niitting a copy of the programme of an interna- 
tional exhibition of agriculture and horticulture, 
which the ‘Cercle grand-ducal d’Agriculture 
et d’Horticulture du Grand-Duché de Luxem- 





German Towns 
Exhibition at 
Dresden. 





International 
. Exhibition of 
Agriculture and 

Horticulture. 


burg” is organising at Luxemburg on the occasion of the fiftieth 
anniversary of its feundation. The exhibition will be open from 
the 29th August te the 7th September, 1903. 

A copy of the programme of the exhibition may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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BRAZIL. 

The “ Diario Official ” of Brazil of the 5th April contains a decree 
Alcohol opening a credit in the Ministry of Industry, 
Exhibition Communications and Public Works, of 50,000 
milreis, or about 2,500/., to help or to promote, 
by the intermediary of the National Society for Agriculture, a 
competition or exhibition to be held in Rio de Janeiro of apparatus 
for use in the industrial applications of alcohol, with a view to 

making them commonly known in the country. 





ROYAL COMMISSION ON FOOD SUPPLY IN TIME OF 
WAR. 

The “ London Gazette” of 28th April announces the appoint- 
ment of a Royal Commission “to enquire into the conditions 
affecting the importation of food and raw material into the United 
Kingdom in time of war, and into the amount of the reserves of 
such supplies existing in the country at any given period, and to 
advise whether it is desirable to adopt any measures, in addition 
to the maintenance of a strong Fleet, by which such supplies can 
be better secured, and violent fluctuations avoided.” 

The full composition of the Commission is as follows :— 

H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, K.G. 

Lord Balfour of Burleigh, K.T. (Chairman). 

The Duke of Sutherland, K.G. 

Lord Burghclere. 

The Right Hon. Henry Chaplin, M.P. 

The Right Hon. J. L. Wharton, M.P. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Gerard H. C. Noel, K.C.B., K.C.M.G. 

Sir John Colomb, K.C.M.G., M.P. 

Sir Alfred Bateman, K.C.M.G. (Comptroller-General, Com- 
mercial, Labour and Statistical Department, Board of Trade). 

Sir H. Seton- Karr, C.M.G., M.P. 

Mr. Henry H. Cunynghame, C.B. (Assistant Under-Secretary of 
State, Home Office). 

Mr. E. Robertson, M.P. 

Mr. A. Emmott, M.P. 

Mr. John Wilson, M.P. (Mid Durham). 

Professor Erskine Holland, D.C.L. (Professor of International 
Law, Oxford University). 

Mr. A. S. Harvey (Messrs. Glyn, Mills, Currie & Co.). 

Mr. J. E. Street (Chairman of Lloyds). 

Lieut.-Col. R. Montgomery, V.D. (President of the Liverpool 
Corn Trade Association). 

Mr. W. H. Clark, Board of Trade, will act as Secretary to the 


Commission. 
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TRADE OF TH ORANGE RIVER COLONY 
Six MONTHS =NDED 31st DECEMBER, 1902. 


Referring to the tablb on p. 353 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 19th Februajy, 1903, showing the value of the trade of 
the Orange River Colony curing the quarter ended 30th September, 
1902, the Board of Trad» have received a copy of a return drawn 
up by the Collector of Customs at Bloemfontein, showing the value 
of the goods imported inso and exported from the Colony during 
the quarter ended the 31st December, 1902, as compared with the 
corresponding period of 1901, from which the following table has 





been prepared :— 


_ Imports imi0 the Orange River Colony. 








Retiotis | ended 31st | ended 3lst 
. ™ | December, | December, 
1901. 1902. 
£ £ 
Articles of food and driak... 86,000 183,000 
Haberdashery : 56,000 142,000 
South African osname 59,000 76,000 
Blankets 6,000 50,000 
Cotton manufactures 17,000 58,000 
Apparel and slops (including Ie it 5) 22,000 57,000 
Leather manufactures : 
Boots and shoes and leather¥are 15,000 45,000 
Saddlery and harness 1,000 8,000 
Hardware, brass and copperwa’e, ‘Ke. 12,000 52,000 
Wood, raw and manufactured ‘includes furniture) 5,000 52,000 
Ww oollen manufactures one 4,000 27,000 
Corn and grain (including rice) .. 19,000 49,000 
Provisions, oilman’s stores, &c. , 11,000 20,000 
Cocoa, chocolate, confectioner, sweets, &e. 6,000 15,000 
Clocks, watches, jewellery, and plated ware 6,000 9,000 
Drugs and chemicals 8,000 11,000 
Tobacco of all kinds , oe 11,000 13,000 
Iron, galvanised and corrugatel ... 2.000 14,000 
Stationery and fancy goods 4,000 8,000 
Soap and candles 5,009 9,000 
Vehicles : 
Bicycles and accessories ... 1,000 5,000 
Other kinds of vehicles ... 1,000 7,000 
Oils of all kinds 2,000 5,000 
All other articles 51,090 96,000 
Total imports £} 410,000 1,011,000 


ay ne total value of, th» 





| Six Months | 


Six Months 

















goods exported from the Orange River 





Colony in the six months oa 31st December, 1902, was 98,0001. a 
as compared with 5,000/,in the corresponding period of the previous 
year. This advance is caiefly due to a revival in the export trade 
of wool and diamonds, the figures for 1902 being 50,000/. and 
26,0001. respectively, as: compared with nil in 1901. Of the total 
exports during the peried under review, 67,000/. worth were sent 
to Cape Colony, 17,0001. to Natal, and 12,000/. worth to Basuto- 
land, the remainder goirg to the Transvaal. 


aneminiaidenemaaaael 
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COUNTRY PRODUCE TRAFFIC ON THE UGANDA 
RAILWAY IN 1902. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a copy of a report by the Traffic Manager of the Uganda Railway 
on the country produce traffic for the half-year ended 31st 
December, 1902, with comparative figures for the first half-year, 
from which the following particulars have been taken :— 

The quantities of each staple carried during each half of 1902 
were as follow :— 




















First half Second half 
of 1902. of 1902. 
| Tons. Tons. 

Beans ... _ side sa Bis ite al — 116 
Coffee ... one ane ene nee _ bead 10 30 
Copra ... s00 se bes jes _ shel 100 27 
Fresh fruit -™ on tess nad oe Sin 42 11 
Ghee... me aié bed i say oii 25 38 
Grain ... ove eee eee ose id oy 252 125 
Ground nuts ... se seis ie ae _ — 9 
Hides and skins on bin ie ad acal 32 139 
Ivory ... bie tos see on sha seal 47 32 
Mats, native ... ‘ais — oe or inal — 33 
Potatoes cae 7 ; ae = man wail 110 244 
Rubber ... ee mn lea sie ‘bi So! 19 13 
Salt, country ... tide — ‘ae wad sae 24 22 
Sim-sim seed ... nee het — cia sie a 17 
Tobacco... ise ae fais eu vi "1 8 6 
Vegetables we side oy ~ - soe a 60 

dea its aba ooo] 669 922 

} 





Beans.— With the exception of the quantities despatched from 
Nairobi and an occasional lot from Lamoru and Kikuyu, the beans 
were consumed by fuel contractors’ African labourers at the 
numerous depéts all over the line. The remainder from Nairobi, 
&c., were chiefly booked to Mombasa and Zanzibar. Enquiries 
have been received from Durban regarding beans, with a view to 
getting supplies for the native miners, and one sample consign- 
ment has been sent south, but, as in the case of Matama, the 
Customs duties and heavy railway charges in Natal may render a 
traffic in it impossible. 


Coffee.—The increase is satisfactory, and as there are now several 
traders interesting themselves in this staple, and looking to the 
improved conditions of transport and development on the Lake 
generally, the figures must steadily increase. ‘The Italian Trading 
Company have now a fair share of the coffee trade, and they ship 
it to Kurope by the Austrian-Lloyd line of steamers. 


Copra.—The importance of this staple is very small. The 
“decrease is on account of the season of the year. 
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Fresh fruit.—The second half-year is not the fruit season, and 
this is the reason of th» decrease. 


Ghee.—This increas¢ is satisfactory, and Indian ghee.in Uganda 
will soon be a thing of the past. Supplies should also be sufficient 
for Zanzibar in the” neer future. 


Grain.—The decreas3 is almost entirely due to the fact that the 
half-year under repors is not the harvest season for the more 
important cereals. The localities in which crops are now being 
raised are steadily on the increase, so, therefore, the produce can 
increase and be to the future benefit of the railway. 


Ground nuts.—Ground or earth nuts are largely grown in the 
districts around Lake Victoria Nyanza, and it is believed that a 
rapidly increasing quantity will soon be passing over the railway. 


Hides and skins.—Ir the report for the first half of 1902, it was 
explained that restrictions on account of plague had practically 
stopped the trade in‘ hides and skins. The marked increase is 
accounted for by the withdrawal of all restrictions, and the trade 
is likely to largely develop should further restrictions not come 
into force. It is almost entirely in the hands of the Italian 
Trading Company, who export the hides and skins by the 
Austrian-Lloyd boats. 


Ivory.— Of the 31 tons 14 cwts. of ivory carried during the half- 
year, 234 tons were from Port Florence, and the remainder from 
Naivasha, Nairobi, Loadiani and Fort Ternan. On the half-year 
this shows a falling-off of about 15 tons, but for the whole year the 
decrease is only three:tons as against 1901, while the average lead 
and freight was consiserably greater. 


Mats, country.—Th:s is an entirely new traffic which the Africans 
themselves are experimenting in, and successfully so far. The 
mats are used chiefly as roofing for native huts. 


Potatoes.—The inc’ease, although substantial, is not what had 
been hoped for, but both growers and traders have had great 
difficulties to contend with, and the exporters to South Africa have 
had unexpected bad: luck with the shippers, which it is hoped 
will not again happen. With an ever-increasing community of 
European and Indian settlers, it is a traffic which must increase 
with great strides year by year, and given improved facilities by 
sea to the East and South African markets, and also to the ports of 
Aden, Bombay, and Karachi, the future demand for fine potatoes 
such as are grown in Uganda, is fully assured. 


Rubber.—This amcunted to just 13 tons, or six tons less than 
was carried in the previous half-year. A very much larger 
quantity was expectel but not obtained, owing to certain obstacles 
in the rubber laws of Uganda. 
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Salt, country.—This staple has not been in increased demand, 
and 214 tons only as against 243 tons in the previous half-year 
were carried from Nairobi. It is largely used in tobacco manufac- 
ture, and the large decrease in the number of railway coolies, who 
all smoke heavily, may have had to do with the small quantity 
carried. 


Sim-sim or Oil Seed.— A trade in this only started during the 
half-year under report, and the seed is grown in the districts on 
the lake. The Italian Trading Company seem to have a monopoly 
of it, and they were almost the only firm who despatched the 163 
tons from Port Florence to the coast, and it no doubt found its 
way to Europe by the Austrian-Lloyd boats. The agents of the 
above named firm state that they expect to provide a steadily 
increasing traffic in this seed. 


Tobacco.—The figures for the half-year are 6 tons 6 cwt., as 
against 7 tons 18 cwt. in the previous half-year. The decrease in 
the number of railway coolies is entirely responsible for this, as 
the demand was altogether a local one. 

The districts around Kiu and Machakos Road are the only places 
growing tobacco so far, but a development in it may reasonably 
be looked for, and it is hoped that the Indian traders may be able 
to introduce it at the coast and Zanzibar, and compete with tobacco 
from German territory now coming into the country from German 
Kast African ports. 


Vegetables.—In the first half-year there was a certain traffic in 
vegetables, but it was not worthy of note. ‘he figures for the 
second half-year amounting to 60 tons are well worth notice, and 
show what the very few settlers in Uganda have done in cultivating 
their shambas. The mixed train service is most suitable for the 
perishable traffic of this sort as the trains run over the coast or hot 
district at night, and as they do the run from Nairobi in less than 
24 hours the vegetables are quite fresh when landed in Mombasa. 
The supply is not nearly up to the demand as yet, so an increased 
traffic must come. 

An effort is also being made to send vegetables down directly 
to connect with steamers for Zanzibar, and it is hoped it will be 
fairly successful. 
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RAILWAY PROJECTS IN BRITISH INDIA. 


The following memorandum by the Hon. Mr. A. T. Arundel, 
C.S.L., 1.C.8., on railway projects in British India for the forth- 
coming financial year, is published in an extraordinary number of 
the “‘ Gazette of India” ‘for 18th March last, together with state- 
ments in detail relating to such projects. [For corresponding 
information for the year 1902-03, reference should be made to 
pp. 202-4 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the Ist May, 
1902 | :-— , 

a in preparing the programme of anticipated railway capital 
expenditure for the year 1903-04, I have kept the same classification 
as last year. The propesed allotments for open lines (a) are first 
shown, including the provision of rolling stock, and the other 
requirements for the maintenance and development of traffic ; 
(5) next the funds necessary for the steady prosecution and early 
completion of lines already in progress, and finally (c) the amounts 
to be allotted for the construction of new lines.” 

Statement A shows these figures to be as follows :— 








Budget for 
— 
Ss. 
(a2) Open lines and rolling stock ...  9,76,68,000* 
(b) Lines already under construction ... 4,,44,24,000 
10,20,92,000 
(c) New lines proposed to be begun in 
1903-04 ... its ‘a’ nel 79,08,000 
11,00,00,000 





Mr. Arundel points cut that no detailed figures are given of the 
probable expenditure on railways in the years 1904-05 and 
1905-06, as any such details must necessarily be misleading, 
but it may be remarked there is no reason to suppose that the 
requirements for works necessary for dealing with existing traffic 
and the development of railways will be in any degree less in 
those years than during 1903-04; on the contrary, it is probable 
that they will continue to increase year by year. 

After providing for the requirements of “open lines” and 
“lines under construction,” the programme for “ new construction ” 
provides for an expenditure of Rs. 55,94,000 in the forthcoming 
year on the following projects :— 

(1) Jech-Doab (Southern Section); (2) Bengal-Nagpore, including 
the Gondia-Chanda and the Brahmapuri-Nagpur extension ; (3) 
Lower Sind extension of the North Western railway ; (4) Hapur- 
Meerut; (5) Rameswaram extension of the South Indian railway. 

In consideration of the commendable enterprise which certain 
District Boards in the Madras Presidency have shown in the 





* Includes reserve of Rs. 74,08,000 for new lines. 
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matter of improving the means of communication within their 
jurisdiction, the Government of India, in order to encourage and 
expedite the construction of railways, have declared their willing- 
ness to advance funds from the Provincial Loan Account, on the 
security of the resources of the Boards, which include the proceeds 
of a special cess leviable under the Local Boards Act, 1884. 

Such loans would be repayable in regular instalments, and it is 
hoped that full advantage will be taken of this measure. 

The subjoined table shows the progress made in the develop- 
ment of railway communication, including lines financed by native 
re or companies outside the programme, during the year 

902-03 :— 























Mileage. 
You At commencement of Year. During the Year. 
. Commenced,;} Sanctioned, } Opened or 
“Opened. but not but not likely to be | Sanctioned. 
open. commenced. opened. ; 
1902-08 ...|_. 25,378 2,344 441 1,096 682 




















The memorandum on the construction.of railways from which 
the foregoing figures have been extracted shows that, after making 
allowance for corrections of mileage, the total length of open line 
at the end of the fiscal year, 1902-03, would be 26,471 miles. 
The mileage under actual or impending construction on: the 
Ist April last was 2,371 miles, making a grand total of-railways 
completed, and in hand, at the commencement of 1903-04, of 
28,842 miles. 

It is expected that 654 miles will be opened for public traffic 
in 1905-04, leaving 1,717 miles for completion in 1904-05 or 
later. 

The whole series of statements may be consulted by those 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
‘of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and o p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m, to 


1 p.m.). 
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RUSSO-PERSIAN TRADE. 


According to figures extracted by the British Commercial Agent 
in Russia from the Official Customs returns of Russian Trade by 
Asiatic frontiers for the year 1900 (the latest available), the 


values of the imports into Russia from Persia and 


of the exports 


from Russia to Persia during each of the years 1890, 1895, 1899 


and 1900 were as follow :— 




















FD Imports into Exports from 
Russia from Persia.| Russia to Persia. 
| Roubles. Roubles. 
ey Mme Pi 10,895,880 
1895 eee oes ose one 18,964,626 14,159,723 
1899 21 696, 874 17, 859, 000 
1900 “ os deb 20, ‘413, 061 20, 648, 970 
The hint aiticles of import during 1900 were the following :— 
Roubles. 
Raw cotton.. 4,591,704 
Fruits, berries, fresh, dried. 4, 233, 684. 
Almonds and pista: ibe nuts 1,432,271 
Rice, unhusked 1,231,132 
Fish of all kinds 968,227 
Undressed skins 799,978 
Silk and semi-silk mantifactured articles 791,576 
Woollen carpets 750,499 
Dressed skins 582,326 
Furs sigs 581,807 
The chief articles of export during 1900 were :— 
Sugar, refined and “ mellis” ; se 7,677,301 
Cotton textiles, without premium 145,533 
mt a premium Roubles 3°45 ... 306,711 
7. * Pe » 3674 C. 2,564,156 
99 - ie » Meas 2,258,112 
White sand sugar, refined.. 1,106,544 
Wheat flour ‘si 1,064,185 
Naphtha eM ies oils 485,373 
Tea .. , 477,113 
Glass goods ” 408,116 
Metal manufactured goods 569, 025 


The “ Turkestan Gazette ” (quoted in the “ ‘Moscow Viedomosti ” 
of the 22nd December/4th January) says that the increase in the 
trade between the two countries which took place during the 
decade 1890 to 1900, as indicated by the above figures, might be 
considered brilliant were it not for the heavy monetary sacrifices 
Russia has to bear for the purpose of developing the trade. 

Referring to the excess of imports from Persia over Russian 
exports to that country shown by the figures for 1895 to 1900, the 
‘* Moscow Viedomosti” of 31st December/13th January says that 
if the very low valuation of Persian goods by Russian Custom- 
houses be taken into consideration (cotton, in particular, is in- 
stanced), the preponderance of Persian exports to Russia is all the 


more considerable. 











208 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Apr. 30, 1903. 





TRADE OPPORTUNITIES IN EASTERN SIBERIA.* 


The British Commercial Agent at Vladivostock in a report 
recently received at the Foreign Office, remarks that up to the 
present time very little attention has been given by British manu- 
facturers to the markets of Eastern Siberia. Although the 
enormous extent of land east of Lake Baikal is but sparsely 
inhabited, yet there are some 10,000,000 people who exist there 
and whose wants must be supplied. These people are getting 
more and more civilised, and they are requiring many luxuries 
which can be supplied by British manufacturers. Besides the 
native population there is a fairly large and increasing number of 
settlers, both free peasants and convicts ; and during the last three 
years a large increase in the naval and military forces has taken 
place. It must be remembered, however, that large wholesale and 
retail business houses have been established for a number of years in 
all the principal towns of Eastern Siberia, and British merchants 
should endeavour to get into touch with these houses in order to 
get them to introduce British goods to the Siberian public. At 
present Germany has command of the markets for most articles, 
the imports from England being chiefly galvanised iron for roofing 
purposes, iron and steel bars, plates, wire nails and coal. The 
closing of the free-port of Vladivostock and the imposition of the 
Russian duties which took place in January, 1902, has entirely 
put a stop to the import of fancy articles, woollens, prints, and 
similar articles, and has very much decreased the imports of 
canned goods such as sardines, tinned milk, butter, and also 
pickles and sauces which formerly came mostly from England. 
Machinery for mining purposes is duty free except American, which 
has a duty of 40 per cent. levied on it. Brick houses are now to a 
large extent taking the place of the wooden ones, and there is a 
good demand for brick presses, especially hand ones. For the 
next two or three years there will probably be a large demand for 
bricks, as barracks for the troops which are being withdrawn from 
Manchuria are now being planned in the chief towns of the 
district. Fire bricks are mostly imported from England and are 
sold at very high prices, as much as 10/. per thousand being 
charged ; the local made fire brick is sold for 4/. per thousand, 
and finds a good demand for stove purposes. There is also a 
demand for fancy tiles for paving shops and halls; at present 
these are supplied from Germany. ‘There is a considerable sale for 
builders’ ironmongery, carpenters’ and blacksmiths’ toois, but it is 
all in German hands; galvanised iron, which is sold in large 
quantities, all comes from England. As the duty is levied by 
weight on all metal goods, very light articles are usually imported. 
As regards mining machinery the demand is growing, especially 
for coal mining purposes; winding engines, hauling engines, boilers, 

* This should be read in connection with the article on the “ Condition of Trade 
at Vladivostock,” published on p. 623 et seg. of the “ Board of Trade Journal” 


of 26th March last, and with the ar ticle, on pp. 209-10 of the present issue, on the 
“ Commercial Dev elopment of Dalny.” 
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also light railways, are wanted and one company is in the market 
for a complete briquette making plant. The coal mining industry 
is only in its infancy ; the largest colliery is turning out about 
5,000 tons a month, but as wood is getting scarce and expensive 
there is certain to be a large demand for coal which will necessitate 
the opening of collieries “and a good demand for all kinds of 
mining machinery. ‘This should not be lost sight of by British 
manufacturers. 

Mr. Schwabe adds :—“ There is a good demand for fire-arms, 
especially shot guns, but it is the name that sells; the Americans 
have made a speciality of the gun trade and a good stock of 
American guns is kegt here. It is of very little use sending 
catalogues or samples here, what the Russians want is a good 
stock to choose from, and they will then pay any price that is 
asked.” 








COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF DALNY. 


With reference to the particulars given on pp. 15-17 of the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Jourral” of 2nd April respecting the development 
of the towns of Harbin and Dalny, the following extracts (in 
translation) from a letter to the St. Petersburg ‘ Viedomosti,”’ 
written by its Dalny correspondent, relative to the commercial 
development of that town, have been received at the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Ambassado: at St. Petersburg :— 

“The work of completing the new railway terminus is being 
pressed on . . . . The ground plan of the town has been 
completed. All the oficial buildings are constructed, the streets 
laid out and lighted w:th electricity, the harbour has been deepened 
and protected by breakwaters, the wharves are about half 
completed, one dry déck is quite ready and a second has been 
begun, and the town possesses a hospital, a public library, three 
clubs, public promenades, &Xc. 

«A number of measures have been decided on restricting the 
commercial development of Port Arthur, by which Dalny will gain. 
The chief among these are the opening before long of a Custom- 
house at Dalny, and making the line between Port Arthur and 
Nangalin a branch line. In consequence of these measures the 
commercial firms at Fort Arthur will be obliged to forward their 
goods, not direct to tEeir destination, but first to Dalny, where they 
must go through ak the inconvenience and formalities of re- 
expedition. In conséquence, the commercial centre of the Kwang 
Tung Peninsula is bound to be transferred from Port Arthur to 
Dalny. 

“This commercial evolution is already beginning to take 
place. . . . . . Our principal merchants are following the 
new current and akandoning Port Arthur in order to settle 
permanently in Dalnr. 
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“‘ During 1902 the export trade of Dalny was nil. The import 
trade was also insignificant. The principal import was tea, a 
million and a-half pouds of this commodity being despatched to 
Russia, and at present there is a large stock of Chinese tea 
concentrated at Irkutsk, destined for the fair at Nijni Novgorod. 

“ At the opening of the navigation season this year exportation 
began. ‘The first ships to leave were two Japanese steamers laden 
with beans. Subsequently five foreign steamers cleared with 
cargoes of beans. At the present moment two steamers are being 
loaded with goods delivered by railway from Siberia and Manchuria. 

‘“‘ Almost every day fresh consignments arrive from Manchuria, 
Siberia, and European Russia (but little from the latter). Some 
Chinese and Japanese Steamship Companies have included 
Dalny among their ports of call. A group of tea merchants from 
Colombo and Singapore are proposing to despatch tea vid Dalny, 
the route being an economy of time and money, since the duties 
on tea at Odessa amount to 92 copecks per pound, or double the 
duties by the Siberian land frontier at Manchuria town. This 
difference of duties compensates for the increased cost of transport 
across Siberia. 

‘‘ Unfavourable reports have been current with regard to the 
commercial conditions of Dalny. Such reports may often be 
traced to the Port Arthur newspaper, the ‘Novi Krai,’ which 
systematically decries Dalny.” 





SILK CULTIVATION IN SIAM. 


According to an article by M. A. Poskin, licentiate of the higher 
grade in commercial science, published in the “ Bulletin Com- 
mercial” (Brussels) of the 4th April, silk culture has been 
practised since ancient times in Siam, and the summary methods 
of manipulating the cocoons differ at the present day very slightly 
from those of three or four hundred years ago. 

In spite of the primitive processes employed, Siam produces 
considerable quantities of silk tissues of fairly good quality, some 
of which are justly renowned in the home and neighbouring 
markets, amongst these being the silks of Korat, and Chiengmai. 

All, or nearly all, the raw silk produced is prepared and woven 
in the country, and the fabrics do not give rise, any more than the 
raw material, to any considerable export business, except to 
Burmah, but they are not in all cases without importance to 
European and American commerce. 

Good quality raw silk actually produced in Siam has a market 
value of 400 to 600 dols. a picul (picul = 1834 lbs.), whilst 
common quality may be estimated at 120 dols. the picul at the 
actual places of production. In Japan, where the production is 
very great, good raw silk has a value of about 900 dols. a picul. 
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The principal market for silk in Siam is Korat, and, according 
to Customs returns, the value entered last year -from.neighbouring 
provinces was 6,530 ticals (tical = 1s. 22d.) of raw Siamese silk 
(344 piculs). However, according to the figures given by the 23 raw 
silk merchants established at Korat, after allowance for exaggera- 
tion, 2,000 piculs of raw silk would be about the annual import. 

_ The price of cocoong on this market is rather high, and varies 
from 3 dols. to 3°50 dels. the pound. 

The following table shows the prices per 1,200 grammes of the 
four descriptions of silx known in the district of Korat :— 

Price per 1,200 grammes. 


‘* Meis nong nek” = ... 20 ticals 
“© Mai yat ” ene _ .- 10 to 17 ticals 
« Mai kha” oes see ... about 10 ,, 


“* Mai yoi” oa _ a a 

The prices at the producers, after subtracting internal Customs 
dues, which amount t¢ 10 per cent., are about 100 per cent. lower. 
The difference goes to:the middlemen. 

In their desire to cevelop this industry for the benefit of the 
population, and to improve the product, the Siamese Government 
have engaged the services of a Japanese expert. This expert, 
M. Toyama, visited Kerat as a preliminary measure, and collected, 
during his journey, samples of Siamese silk in every stage of 
manufacture, as well as models of the machines employed in the 
manipulation of the c¢coons, the winding and the spinning. 

He estimates that in a certain time Siamese silk will be equal in 
value to Cantonese silk, which is worth 700 dols. a picul. This 
appreciation by an expert is of no little value to the country. 

M. Toyama declares that the raw product of Siam is not very 
good, but by the utilisation of perfected methods in the work it 
will be quite possible to produce a good silk. Unfortunately, 
one of the great diffizulties of the undertaking is that, although 
an important silk indrstry undoubtedly exists in Siam, practically 
no information concerning it is extant. It would be useful to 
know what varieties’ of trees and of silkworms are usually 
employed and with what results, and what methods of winding 
and spinning. Nothing is known at Bangkok, and M. Toyama’s 
first duty will be to tkrow light upon these questions. 

This gentleman has already selected at Sapatoom ten acres of 
land favourable for his experiments. Here he will make prepara- 
tory trials in the accimatisation of new kinds of mulberries and 
silkworms, and a labocatory will be built for him. Work in the 
same direction is alresdy going on in the experimental garden. 

The article conclu¢es by stating that there is no reason why 
perfected silk cultur> in Siam should not grow into a very 
important industry, ia which three or four yields a year may be 
obtained. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


A copy of the “Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” for 13th 
March last has been received, containing 
Tariff Decisions. Decisions made under section 139 of the Cus- 
toms Act of 1901, relating to the rates of duty 
payable on the under-mentioned articles imported into the 
Commonwealth :— 








Articles. Rate of Import Duty. 
Carbosil— 
As soda crystals ove ove eve og eee 1s. per cwt, 
Curled fibre— 
As hair curled ... ove sine eco tee eee 20 % ad valorem. 








The *“ Gazette” of the same date contains a further notice, 
under date of the 13th March, 1903, to the effect that ‘ ethers 
are added to the list of articles which are allowed to be manufac- 
tured for home consumption in a manufacturing warehouse.” 


CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


The Board of Trade have received a telegram from their Com- 
asiaiiitiaint missioner, at present in South Africa, in which 
. “ees ates he states that Transit dues on goods passing 
* through Cape ports to the Transvaal have been 

suspended, pending their final abolition in July next. 








NATAL. 


With reference to the notice published in last week’s “ Board of 
Abolition of Trade Journal” (p. 165), relating to a reduction 
Transit Dues of transit dues from three per cent. to one per 

* cent. ad valorem on goods passing through 

Natal to places outside the South African Customs Union, from 

and after the 24th April, 1903, the Board have now received a 

further communication from the Agent-General for Natal, in which 

he states that transit dues have been entirely abolished in the 

Colony as from the above date. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Official Gazette of 
oe Tenis British Guiana, dated 18th March, 1903, which 


Tariff contains an Ordinance (No. 7 of 1908), fixing 
; the Tariff of Duties to be levied on goods 





imported into British Guiana from the date of its publication 
up to and until the 3lst March, 1904. 
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BRITESH GUIANA—continued. 


Under the present Ordinance the Customs Duties Ordinances 
Nos. 8 and 19 of 190, are repealed, but the various rates of 
duty previously in force are by the present Ordinance re-enacted, 
except, however, in the case of the following articles :-— 


Old Rates of! New Rates of 
Duty. Duty. 


Dols. Cts, Dols. Cts. 





Articles, 





Fruits and vegetables, dried, canned or preserved, 





‘ — than currants and raisns_... ..-Per lb. 0 05 0 02 
teel— 
Hoops one a ee ee Per cwt. | } F 0 15 
Galvanised, in bars, rods, sheets, or corrugated | | 
Perewt.|| 15% 0 50 
Black, in bars, rods, she:ts, or plates (other t ad val. ‘ 
than boiler plates) ee oon Per cwt. | | 0 40 
Wire block, n.e.s. ... B ” ~ J f 0 30 
[The above new rates were only applicable 
to “ iron” hoops, bars, &:., under the previous | 
Tariff. | 
Chains, black or galvanised «. aa Per cwt. 0 40 0 40 


[The present Ordinance: specifies that dog, 
parrot, and trace chains are not to be included— 
which, presumably, will be dutiable as “un- 
enumerated articles ” at Ls % ad ral. | 

Lime, hydraulic... sine a6 me. ‘a | 15 % ad val, | 20 cts. per bri. 
Lumber ... ove coe I. eee éee ons _— = 

[The present Ordinance specifies that the 
various rates (which are. unaltered) given for 
lumber are not to include spars. | 

Oils (other than gasolene, bemzene and crude petro- 
leum), when admitted witE the sanction of the 
Comptroller of Customs, wiich gives off an in- 
flammable vapour at a temperature of less than 
85° Fahr.— 

As ascertained by the test established in 

England by the Petroleum Act of 1879 

Per gall. 3 00 — 
When tested in the Abel-Pensky apparatus in 
the manner laid down *n the Schedule to the 

Proclamation of the 7th November, 1901, under 


the Petroleum Ordinanve of 1872 _—Per gall. -— 3 00 
Oils, crude petroleum (wher admitted with the 
sanction of the Comptroller of Customs) Per gall. 0 Ol 0 Ol 


[The present Ordinante specifies that such 
by-products as Jodolite are to be included. | 

Paints— 
Distempers ... 


om - 15 &% ad val, | 20 cts. per cwt. 
Shingles of all kinds .., ‘ _ 


Per 1,000 0 650 


- wooden, of all kinds«.. oie ‘ = 0 5) 
Seeds— 
Black and white pepper «.. oe na Ib. 0 02 _- 
Black and other pepper, ground or ungroun 
—"s oe Per lb _ 0 02 
Spirits— 
Perfumed, not over - be Per liquid gall. 3 50 2 00 
over proo - 6 00 4 00 


[The present Ordinaace specifies that the 
‘“nerfumed spirits” must, in the opinion of 
the Comptroller of Cug:oms, not be potable]. 
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BRITISH GUIANA—continued. 











Old Rates of | New Rates of 
Articles. Duty. Duty. 
Dols. Cts. Dols, Cts. 
Sugar— 
White, refined ib ses sae ..Per lb. 0 03 0 03 
Other kinds.. ane - 0 Ol 0 Ol 
NorE.—The present “Ordinance ‘provides 
that after the coming into operation of the 
Brussels Convention the duty on sugar shall 
be as follows :— 
. White, refined ~ --- Per 100 lbs. — QO 45 
Other kinds.. —_ 0 40 
Articles imported for the use of the pilot service of 
the Colony... ove a oe Free Rated accord- 


ing to article. 
Fire-engines - - son eee ” Free 
Hose and couplings for the same | 15 &% ad val. - 


Machinery, viz.— 
Rheostats and rails and their appendages— 


For electric street lighting ... wed eos Free ” 

», locomotion os vee See .. | 15 % ad val. a 
Photographs, unframed... oki tue wet ete & - 
Plans ses is a) | » Sao me 
Yapeine, lymph, mallein, and tuberculine sie we) } a " 











Note.—All dutiable articles, whether specified in the above list 
or not, are subject to the additional charge of five per cent. on the 
amount of duty leviable. 

Provision is also made that if, in the case of composite goods, 
any article is enumerated in the Tariff, or can be classed under 
two or more names, headings, or descriptions, and there is a 
difference of duty, the highest duty shall be charged and collected 
thereon; the higher duty will not, however, be exacted in cases 
where the Comptroller of Customs is satisfied that the article 
only contains a very small proportion of the article bearing the 
higher duty. 

The present Ordinance provides (as has been done in previous 
Ordinances), for a reduction of duty upon goods, the product of 
the soil or industry of the United States and of Great Britain and 
the British Possessions, and of such other countries as shall be 
entitled by convention with Great Britain to the benefit of the 
most-favoured-nation treatment so soon as the Reciprocal Trade 
Convention between Great Britain and the United States of 
America, with respect to British Guiana, comes into operation. 

The copy of the Ordinance may be seen by persons interested on 
application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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BRITISH GUIANA—continued. 


The ‘Official Gazette” of British Guiana of the 25th March 
Excise Duties pubzishes the text of an Ordinance (No. 8 of 
on Svirits 1908) imposing certain taxes for the public use 
eit i of the Colony during the financial year 1903-4. 
edt Tae present Ordinance, after providing for 
tonnage and light dues for which see p. 219), gives rates of Excise 
duty on rum and otk»r spirits taken or sold for consumption 
in the Colony, excise duty on matches made and sold in the 
Colony; also various stamp and legacy duties, and duties on 
licenses to trade, &c. 

The ‘“ Gazette ” containing the full text of the Ordinance may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 445 of the “ Board of 

. ’ Trale Journal” for 26th February, 1903, the 

Tariff Valuations oerd have now received a copy of the “British 

on Articles of  Cortral Africa Gazette” for 28th February last 

mages. comaining a notice fixing the “ valuations ” 

on the under-mentionzd articles for export purposes, from Ist 
April, 1903, as follows :— 


























Articles. Valuations. Articles. Valuations. 
s. da. | i = 
Beeswax ... ...per Ib. 1 0 | Hippo teeth ons 1 0 
Coffee ice “aX te 0 6 | Ivory ast eodtt tes 6 0 
Chillies... —— 0 4 | Maize e00 perton| 50 0 
Cotton— ' Oil seeds ... .-.per Ib. 0 4 
Unginned i ' ’ 0 1 | Rubber... ao 2 0 
Ginned ... ot es 0 2 Strophanthus... ,, 5 0 
Ginger, raw siete ood 0 2 _ Tobacco ... —_ ve 0 4 
Ground nuts — lf 0 1 | 
ST. LUCIA. 


With reference to the notice of an Order-in-Council which 
hie gel appeared in the “Board of Trade Journal” 
Tents Miles of < 9th March, 1903 (p. 589), rescinding a 

Conditions te be Pze™10us Order-in-Council which prohibited the 

cteiial with. importation of cattle from Porto Rico, the 
Board of Trade have now received from the 

Administrator of St. Jucia a copy of a further Order-in-Council, 

dated 19th March last, prohibiting the importation into St. Lucia 
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from Porto Rico of cattle, unless the following conditions have 
been complied with, viz. :— 

That the master of the vessel in which such cattle are imported 
shall on arrival at this port produce to the Treasurer a written 
certificate from a competent veterinary surgeon that he has 
examined such cattle immediately prior to their being shipped at 
Porto Rico and that they were then frea from disease, 





TURKEY. 


With reference to notices which have appeared in previous 
issues of the “ Journal” on the subject of the 
admission into Turkey of British sweets 
Sebuieed eaith coloured with aniline dyes, the Board of Trade 
Anithen Dyes have now received, through the Foreign Office, 
, copy of a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at 
Constantinople stating that, pending the issue of modifications 
to be effected in certain articles of the Turkish Chemical Analysis 
Regulation, British sweets may be allowed to enter Turkey, 
provided that they are shown by analysis not to contain a larger 
proportion of colouring matter than those sweetmeats of which the 
entry was authorised in December last. 


Importation of 
Sweetmeats 





GREECE. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
ie Office, _to the effect that the new Currant 
Retention Bill Retention Bill, authorismg the Greek Govern- 
" ment to retain 24 per cent. instead of 20 per 
cent. as heretofore of all currants exported from Greece, has passed 
the third reading in the Greek Chamber, power being reserved to 
the Government to decide whether the full 24 per cent. retention 
shall be put into force or not. Notice of the decision in question 
is to be inserted in the “ Official Gazette” not later than the 6th 
—19th August next, and all exportation of currants of the new 
crop prior to that date is prohibited. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 

information to the effect that the article known 

Tariff Decision. in Great Britain as “silicate cotton” or “slag 

wool,” and in the United States as ‘ mineral 

wool” or “rock wool,” is liable, on importation into the United 

States, to a duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem, as a non-enumerated 
manufactured article under Section 6 of the Tariff Act. 
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CUBA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
trarslation of a Cuban Law, dated the 27th 
February, imposing special duties on the 
ma.ufacture, sale or consumption of certain 
articles in order to provide revenues for the 

ynent of the interest and sinking fund of a 


Special Taxation 
to provide for 
service of New 

Loan. 


Office, a 


new loan of 35,000,000 dollars (American gold) to E raised to 
meet obligations incurred in respect of arrears of pay of the Cuban 
Revolutionary Army, &c. The following is a list of the articles 
affected, and of the "Gui ies leviable thereon under the provisions of 








this Law: — 
Articles. Unit. Duty. 

Rum, gin, whisky, or other analogous spirit, manu- Dols. Cts. 

factured in Cuba or imporved eee ...| Bottle or litre 0 20 
Sparkling wine, imported .. 1. dee pos Litre 0 30 
Wine of other classes, impored ... iit sae - 0 02 
Natural cider, imported . eagetur “ 0 06 
Wine, manufactured or blemied in ‘Cuba . Bottle or litre 0 25 

Case of 24 half- 
Beer, manufactured in Cuba or imported... BF ape ag sede vaya 0 05 
| per 9 litres 

Artificial (mineral) water, manufactured in Case of 24 half- 0 05 

Cuba or imported ... e bottles 
Artificial (mineral) water, . in syphons “of the 

capacity of 1 litre, manufactured in Cuba or 

imported... Syphon 0 00} 
Artificial (mineral) ‘water, in eylinders, manu- 

factured in Cuba or impored ee Cylinder 0 05 
Artificial cider, manufactured in ‘Cuba or im- { Case of 24 half- 0 OS 

ported iat ‘ bottles 
Matches, in boxes containiny up to 60 matches, Gross of 144 0 30 

manufactured in Cuba or imported . boxes 
Finished cigars, manufactured in Cuba and in- 

tended for export, the — of 1,000 exceeding 

three pounds ove Thousand 1 GO0* 
Cigarettes, manufactured in “Cuba ‘and intended 

for export, the weight of 1,000 not —— 

three pounds a . 0 10* 
Finished cigars, manufactuted in Cuba and in- 

tended for home consumption, the weight of 

1,000 exceeding three pourds 9” 2 00 
Cigarettes, manufactured im Cuba and intended 

for home consumption, the weight of 1,000 not 

exceeding three pounds ..,. a 9 0 20 
Cut tobacco in wadhele, mantfactured in Cuba ... Pound 0 06 

; Bag, containing 
Sugar, manufactured in Cubs - vii up to 14 arrobas 0 05* 
(350 lbs ) 

Playing cards, manufactured in Cuba or imported Pack 0 05 


NOTE. —-Where these Guties are leviable on 


imported goods they are’ additional to import 
duties. 











* These duties will not téke effect until the amortisation of the loan begins, 
but the Executive is authorised to commence the collection of them earlier if 


requisite to make up deficien:ies in the payment of the interest on the loan, 





~~ 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—SPAIN. 


With reference to the: notice which. appeared at page 71 of the 
igxihianie: 6f Board of Trade Journal” for 8th January last, 
Ratifications of the * Gaceta: de. Madrid” for the 20th April 
“Treaty between. contains a notification to the effect that the 
United States of ‘Treaty of Friéndship and General Relations 
between the United States of America and 

Spai Spain, signed at Madrid on 3rd July last, has 
ee been duly ratified, and the ratifications ex- 


changed at Madrid on the 14th April. 


America and 





COLOMBIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 496 of the 
Ballas abit “Board of Trade. Journal” for the 5th March 
upert Datics last, relative to a general increase of the import 
duties leviable in Colombia, the Board of 
Trade; have now received, through the Foreign Office, copy and 
translation of a Decree dated the 13th February, under which the 
increase referred to was enacted. 
The following are the new rates of duty imposed by this. Decree 
(which was to come into force on the Ist be on the various 
classes of goods comprised in the Tariff*: 








. Rate of Duty per 
Classes of Articles. Kilogramme. 
Dols. Cts. 
Articles mentioned in class 1 of the Tariff, and not expressly 

exempted by law from payment of duty ... ove ove ons 0 20 
Articles enumerated in class 2... one eee oe QO 45 
“99 39 9 3 1 25 

>” 29 39 4 2 25 

- - - 5.00 oe ose ese eee ods 4 50 
oe 9 * 6... _ one ove ons oat 9 00 
se ‘ 1” eee _— bee eee ove 13 560 

a . - S55 on ses ee eee se 18 00 

om “ a 9... on cep ove sec mee 22 50 

= 1” 10... ebp sia ese ose ove 27 00 

am % a Ai. ea ove ies ove _ 31 50 

i“ ” » 33..., bie ne iw oso oés 36 00 

* ts 9 13... rs -_ see a one 40 50 

= * - ‘a... us one ove eee oes 56 25 

- . ” 15... _ ove oul ose oe 67 50 

* _ = 16... vie pee ven ee — a 








* A copy of the Tariff itself, containing the lists of goods included under each of 
these classes, may be seen by persons interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, any day between the hours of 10 a.m, 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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Certain alterations: have also been made, as follows, in the 
grouping of goods unger some of these classes :— 
gnac, essences, and spirits used in the manufacture of 
liqueurs are included in class 16. 
Cigars and cigarettes in class 15. 
Tobacco, cut, and other tobacco of all kinds, in class 10: 
Cigarette paper and stamped paper for packets of cigarettes in 
class 8 

Aguardiente, wormwood, alcohol, bitters; brandy, champagne, 

cognac, liqueurs (curecao, chartreuse, and the like), gin, kirsch, 
rum, whisky, &c., &c.;in class 14. 
; Finally, the Decree contains a provision to the effect that, in 
those Custom-houses of the Republic where duties are collected in 
silver coin ‘835 fine, the sum payable before the promulgation of 
this Decree will only ke increased by: 100 instead of approximately 
by 1,000 per cent.* 

A memorandum on'‘the subject of this Decree has also been re- 
ceived from H.M. Legation at Bogota, in which it is stated that 
the new table of duties, when considered in paper currency, shows 
approximately a tenfo.d increase in all classes except Nos. 8, 9, 
and 10 (which relate principally to Manchester and Birmingham 
goods), where the rise has been somewhat higher. The memo- 
randum adds that if a:gold comparison be made of the new and old 
duties, it will be seen that an all round increase has taken place, 
which will rise still farther in proportion as exchange declines. 

It should be added that: at the period when this memorandum 
was prepared, exchange was quoted at 6,300 to 7,200 per cent. 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The “ Official Gazette” of British Guiana, dated 25th March, 
publishes the text of an Ordinance imposing 
certain taxes for the public use of the Colony 
duting the financial year 1903-4. 

Under the heading of ‘Tonnage and Light 
Duties ” it is provided that every sailing vessel, 
with certain exemptions, entering at the Custom House at any 


port of the Colony skall pay a tonnage duty calculated at the 
following rates :— 


Tonnage and 
Light Duties, 
Pilotage Dues, and 
Storage Rates. 


Per ton. 
1. On a vessel of "0 tons and upwards ... 0°25 dols. 


2. On a vessel under 70 tons, not to be col- 
lected more than four times in any one 
year i bes ons sos pag: as 


* See also “ Board of Trace Journal” for 29th January, p. 215, and Ist January, 


p. 24, 
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Steam vessels, with certain-exemptions, shall pay a tonnage duty 
of 25 cents per ton on the registered tonnage of the vessel, or a 
tonnage duty on the weight or measurement of the goods landed 
or taken on board, to be computed in accordance with a system 
of assessment and computation laid down in Schedules to the 
Ordinance. 

It is also provided that pilotage dues shall be levied upon every 
vessel entering or leaving the ports of the Colony, such dues being 
specified in a third schedule. 

Full particulars of the above-mentioned dues, as contained in 
the “Gazette,” together with a list of the rates levied upon all 
spirits, wines and merchandise stored in any Government bonded 
warehouse, may be seen on application to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 


10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). : 





EGYPT. 


The following statement, showing the number and tonnage of 


sede vessels of various nationalities passing through 
Shipping through the Suez Canal last year as compared with 


the Snez Canal 1900 and 1901, is takén from the Bulletin of 
” the Suez Canal Company for the 22nd April :— 




















1900, 1901. 1902. 
Country. 

. Gross ; Gross ; Gross 
Ships. Tonnage. Ships. Tonnage. Ships. Tonnage. 
United Kingdom ... o+-| 1,935 | 7,771,347 | 2,075 | 8,651,015 | 2,165 | 9,333,996 
Germany ...  ... _—«..|. 462 | 2,047,230 | 511 | 2,452,423 | 480 | 2,371,046 
France... oe --| 285 | 1,167,987 | 281 | 1,158,077 | 274 | 1,174,036 
Netherlands ocd oo} 232 704,458 230 709,548 218 727,943 
Austria-Hungary ... ol 467,605 | 138 555,065 | 139 569,345 
Russia el — ---| 100 451,152 | 129 537,035 | 110 472,946 
Japan bos hesh aa’ ae 351,854 57 334,553 61 331,562 
Italy ~s we | 82 247,167 87 268,329 85 252,091 
Spain -_ os ..| 84 153,248 35 155,974 30 133,157 
Norway ... bee - 90,205 47 102,796 41 100,730 
Denmark ... we cog 97,240 20 76,178 14 55,702 
Ottoman Empire ... aa «= 43,125 40 67,871 38 57,863 
United States of America 22 78,314 | 25 65,923 21 67,996 
ee ae 2 214{/ 6 11,617 | 14 25,370 

Belgium ... a io 7 16.895 | 4 7,036 |} — — 
Portugal ... sits ves 3 6,424 6 4,339 3 4,306 
Sweden be ae 2 2,996 4 2,729 7 8,284 

Argentina ... 1 1,777 1 1777; — —_— 
Siam ; Xe. | — —: 1 521 2 1,172 

Sarawak ... ~— | — — 1 365 | — — 
Egyptian ... —_ _- 1 62 6 6,274 
| .--| 3,441 |13,699,238 | 3,699 {15,163,233 | 3,708 |15,694,359 
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RUSSIA. 


The British Commercia Agent in Russia reports that, according to 
Chinese the: “Commercial and Industrial Gazette ” 
Eastern Railwa (St. Petersburg), a Special Commission of 
Y- merabers of the Administration of the Chinese 
Eastern (Manchurian) Railway left St. Petersburg for Kharbin on 
15th/28th March to take over the said line from the Chief Construct- 
ing Engineer, and to déliver it over to the new administration which 
is to work the line, a5 the head of which is Engineer Colonel 
Khorwat, appointed manager. The latter on definitely taking 
over the railway will arrange that it shall be open for regular 
public traffic by 1st/14th June next. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The British Vice-Constl at Kansas City reports that a new railway 
New Line to 18 BOW under construction, being partly financed 
Guands: Tinian by 3ritish capital. This line is intended to 
City with the make a direct short connection from Kansas 
Pacific Coast City to the Pacific Coast, with a view to bidding 
for trade with the Far East. The contemplated 
route passes through Kansas, Oklahoma, and Mexico, the Pacific 
terminus being at Topolabampo, now known as Port Stilwell. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,952.) 





MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


An enquiry was held ir. the Town Hall, Bilston, on the 6th, 7th, 
8th, and 9th April, into the circumstances 
the Boiler attending the explosion of a boiler which 
heiaue: tab occurred on the 20th January last at the 
Explosions Act. Batman’s Hill Iron Works, near Bilston, owned 
by Messrs. Tupper & Co. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by the flue tube 
of the boiler being unable*to resist a pressure of 43 lbs. per square 
inch. The owners were held responsible for the negligence of the 
manager and chief engineer, and were ordered to pay 5U/. towards 
the cost of the enquiry. 


Enquiry under 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 
The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
~ General for Western Australia a communication 


aold oeeterer stating that the crushing returns for the 
0 aga month of March, 1903, for all gold mining 
ms 6 mig , companies in the State are as follows, the 


 figares for March, 1902, being added for the 
purposes of comparison :— 





——- March, 1902. March, 1903. 





148,944 tons 
161,812 ozs. 
1 oz. 1 dwt. 17 grs. 


179,888 tons 
195,544 ozs. 
1 oz. 1 dwt. 17 grs. 


Ore treated... 
Yield of gold ... 
Average yield per ton... 











With reference to the notice on pp. 404-5 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 19th February last, the Board of 


a Trade have received from Mr. E. A. Nowell, 
eo Clerk of the Executive and Legislative Council 
of Tasmania. 


of Tasmania, a statement of the production of 
metals and minerals in that Colony in the quarter ended 31st 
December, 1902, from which the following table has been compiled. 
The figures for the complete year have been made up as far -as 
possible :— 





| 
| 





| Quarter Quarter | Year 
— | ended 31st ended 3lst || ended 31st 
| December, 1901.] December, 1902.|| December, 1902. 
Gold won .. 023., fine 14,662. | 17,599 70,996 
Silver ore exported . tons 3,766 6,367 24,100 
,, lead bullion — - 2,071 1,364 5,482 
Copper exported... - - 100 201 369 
», blister exported. - 2,503 1,102 7,532 
» Ore ” od - 950 ; 3 4,464 
» matte a - - 2,175 2,650 
Tin, metallic - 498 617 1,958 
Tin ore - “< 41 57 130 
Iron ore > ree 99 202 355 | . 
ee oe 12,587 12,075 { not available 

















The value of the minerals produced in the last quarter of 1902 
is returned as 404,950/., as compared with 468,725]. in the 
corresponding quarter of 1901. This brings out the value for the 
whole of 1902 at 1,596,7487. 


SPAIN. 
The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 22nd inst. contains a Royal Order 
Mining approving general mining regulations, which 
Regulations are given at length in the “ Gaceta” provision- 
, ally, until, after the Council of State has been 





heard, definite regulations be decreed. 











ta! Metal Bridges. 


Pi A. copy of the sheet of conditions is given in the “ Gaceta,” 
which may be'seen on application to the Commercial Intelligence 








ERS 
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SPAI N—continued. | 


“A copy of: the “‘Gaceta” containing the regulations may be 
seen’ by those interested on application at the Commercial 


‘Intelligence Branch of she Board of Trade, 50; Parliament Street, 


S.W., any day between the hours of 10 am. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p,m.). " " | 


‘The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 24th April contains a Royal Order, 


; datee. 2nd April, approying the sheet- of 

C Wee the _techrical conditions for the construction of 

meta. bridges, drawn up by the Inspector- 

General of Roads, Canals and Ports, and certain 
engineers of that department. 


Construction of 


Bratich of the Board ¢f Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 


S.W., on any day between the hours of 10 am. and 5 p.m. 


(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to the “ Bulletin” of the American Iron and Steel 
: “ Asscciation for the 10th April, the total pro- 
0 wey een yt Se duction of open-hearth steel ingots and castings 
ayers in tie United States in 1902 was 5,687,729 
| ; gross tons, against 4,656,309 tons in 1901, an 
increase of 1,031,420 tons, or over 22 percent. As compared with 
1898, when the prodaction of open-hearth steel amounted to 
2,230,292 tons, there was an increase in 1902 of 3,457,437 tons, 
or over 155 per cent. | 
The open-hearth stee. made in 1902 was produced by 98 works 
in 16 States, as compared with 90 works in 14 States in 1901. 
The States which have open-hearth furnaces, but which did not 
produce steel by this process in 1902, were Kentucky and 
Minnesota. The erectivun of a large open-hearth steel plant was 
commenced in Colorado in 1902, but open-hearth steel had not 





been made down to the close of the year. This State will, however, 


probably make open-hearth steel during the year 1903. : 
In 1901, 3,618,993 tons of open-hearth steel were made by the 
basic process, and 1,037,316 tons were made by the acid process ; 
while in 1902, the, preduction of the basic process amounted to 
4,496,533 tons, and by‘the acid process to 1,191,196 tons. 
The increase in the production of acid steel in 1902, as compared 


with 1901, was 153,88) tons, or almost 15 per cent., while the 


increase in. the product.on of basic steel was 877,540 tons, or over 
24 per cent. — 


_. The total productiea of open-hearth steel castings in. 1902, 


included above, amounted to 367,879 gross tons, .of which 112,404 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 
tons were made by the basic process, and 255,475 tons were made 
by the acid process. In 1901, the. production of open-hearth steel 
castings amounted to 301,622 tons, of which 94,941 tons were 
made by the basic process, and 206,681 tons by the acid process. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, an 
tL extract from the “ Railway Age” of Chicago, 
Failures of Large  tansmitted by H.M. Consul at that place, rela- 
Locomotives. tive to the partial failure of the large type of 
locomotive which has lately been introduced on some of the western 
railways. 

According to this extract, evidence is coming forward which 
tends to show that the lccomotive has grown too rapidly, and that, 
as now constructed, on many lines where it is employed, it is not 
well adapted to the service. It gives rise to considerable expense 
owing to the frequent necessity for repairs and to the time it is 


out of service. 
In this connection the “ Railway Age” remarks that the accu- 


mulation of condensed steam in large cylinders of compound 
engines, and the compression of gases demand numerous relief 
valves. These are constantly leaking and surrounding the front 
of the engine with a cloud, which must be dangerous. 

Another drawback mentioned is that cracked side sheets are so 
very frequent with wide fire boxes on some lines, and constitute 
as prominent a subject of boiler shop repairs as when steel sheets 
were first used. 

The enormous force produced by large cylinders and high steam 
pressures has produced stresses in the frames which have searched 
out the weak points, and they, too, have broken in large numbers, 
both cast steel and forged frames. Broken cylinders on large 
compound locomotives have been more frequent than is generally 
realised, and this has perhaps caused a greater expense for repairs 
and has kept the engine out of service longer than the other failures. 

A considerable number of large engines are reported to have met 
with serious derailments when the track was unequal to the heavy 
wheel weights, but they have succeeded better on lines where the 
track is well ballasted, where heavy rails are used, and where they 
are properly cared for and not sent far from the home shop. 

It is stated that enginemen are demanding more wages for 
handling the big power, and firemen complain that the amount of 
coal burned is so large that two firemen should be employed. 

In conclusion, the “ Railway Age” says that the lesson to be 
learned from the failure of heavy locomotives in such large num- 
bers is that they must be developed gradually by a process of 
continued improvement, due to the knowledge gained by their 
various failures in detail in service. All this requires time, and a 
longer time than has been given to the development of the very 
large locomotive. 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade héve received from the Silk Association of 
International. 22° Britain and Ireland a copy of Inter- 
Yarn Tables. naticnal Yarn Tables, which have been com- 
putel and arranged by Messrs. McLennan, 
Blair & Co., yarn merchants, of Glasgow, who are members of the 
Silk peteee & Mes The table of yarn counts is issued with the 
approval of the ‘‘ Comilé permanent du Congrés International de 
1900 pour lunification:du numérotage des fils,” and the object of 
the tables is to enable spinners and reelers with ease to mark on 
their packages and invoices, in addition to the local count, its 
equivalent in the international metric system. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a monthly return 
issued by the Indian Government, showing the 
quartity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 
woven goods produced, during December, 1902, 
andthe nine months ending December of that 
year. in each province of British India, and in 
Berar and the Native Siates. 

The following summarised statement, extracted from the above 
return, gives particularé for the nine months ended 31st December, 
1900, 1901, and As : -— 


a 





Cotton Spinning 
and Weaving : 
December 
Returns. 








Nine Months ended 3lst December. 





1900, 1901. 1902. 





Lbs. 238,776,980 | 429,599,430 | 431,512,052 


BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, A?D NATIVE) 


STATES, 
Cotton yarn spun ... 


Cotton woven goods produe:xd :— 

















. 61,581,168 | 76,016,164 | 75,239,076 
Grey geuds int rards| 252,132,969 | 313,772,642 | 305,072,162 
White and coloured gooes Lbs. 12.678, 461 1 5,241. 453 18,075,411 
Hosiery ... aie . RA 306,822 391,086 366,894 
tt. 
AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British ¢orn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
in the week ended the 25th April were 
as fellow :-— 
Wheat ... ve Sie . 268. Id. 
Barley ... de ate oon 218... 90 
Oats... cm ose | hehe. Me 
For further particulas see Pp. 233. 


Corn Prices. 
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Agriculture. 





UNITED - KINGDOM—ceontinued. 

A statement is published on p. 234, showing the quantities of 

| Aorj, the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

aa . ne imported into the United Kingdom during the 

camara’ *roduce. week ended the 25th April, as well as of 
the imports during the corresponding week of 1902. 


RUSSIA. 

Referring to the notice on p. 221, the British Commercial Agent 

Tea. by the in Russia further reports that with the forth- 
Siberian Railw coming opening of regular traffic on the Man- 
none ay: churian Railway, the tea trade will, according to 
the “ Commercial and Industrial Gazette ” of the 18th/31st March, 
receive a considerable impulse from the direct communications 
organised by the new line, with the steamer service attached to it, 
enabling tea to be carried direct from Hangkow, Shanghai, and 
Ceylon (for Ceylon tea) to the chief stations of the Siberian and 
Russian railway systems, including Moscow, Nijni, St. Petersburg 
and Warsaw. ‘The full cost of delivery per aa (36 lbs.) of tea 
from the above named ports will be from 4°79 roubles to 51 roubles 
to Moscow ; 5°8 roubles to 5°30 roubles to St. Petersburg; and 
5°31 roubles to 5°53 roubles to Warsaw, according to port of 
despatch. : 








MEXICO, 

H.M. Consul at Mexico City in his recent report gives the 
Condition of following extract relating to agriculture in 
Agvioulture : Mexico from a recent number of the “ Econo- 

mista Mexicano” :—‘‘ It is an undeniable fact 

wanes ists that the territory of th 
Irrigation. among economists tha e territory o e 
Republic in its present condition is not capable 

of producing sufficient to sustain its population; this is daily 
becoming more serious as the population increases, and the 
agricultural producing power of the country diminishes. The 
remedy would be irrigation, but this is costly, and unless the 

Government undertakes it, private initiative will accomplish little.” 


Commenting on this the Consul states that with irrigation — 


immense tracts of what is now either desert or little better in 
Chihuahua, Coahuila and Nuevo Leon will, some day, be as fertile 
as the irrigated lands of Arizona and New Mexico. Mexico, being 
so large a country, and owing to its peculiar formation of high 
lands, offers almost every conceivable climate, and consequently 
every form of agriculture is possible. The Consul adds that he 
has seen this on one single estate at Tizapan-el-alto, on the 
southern shore of Lake Chapala, in the State of Jalisco; side by 
side, fields of sugar cane, barley and wheat are growing; in the 
orchard bananas, pomegranates and apples, coffee and potatoes, the 
whole range of vegetable produce of the temperate and sub- 
tropical zones. As a contrast to this, there are very extensive 
regions of nothing but barren rocks, denuded mountain ranges 
and vast plains of sand. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,951.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of etton imported into the United Kingdom 
durins the week ended the 23rd April” was 
Cotton Statistics. . 102,930 and the number imported during the 
17 weeks ended the 23rd April was 1,788,986. 


As regards exports, the tigures are, for the week ended the 23rd 


April, 12,718 bales, and “for the 17 weeks, 165,810. 
“For further details see p. 233. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
The following table, showing the value of the imports and exports of 
Soutk Australia from and to each country 

Trade in 1902. during the year 1902, is based on official 
statissics received from the Collector of Customs 





at Port Adelaide. 





——— 

















| 
| Exports. 
From and to— | Imports, , a ? Other | 
| Pra aengtd Produce or Total. 
| Manufacture. Manutacture. 
| £ £ € £ 
United Kingdom ... ..| 1,902,000 1,491,000 420,000 1,911,000 
Commonwealth States ...! . 2,949,000 2,407,000 1,561,000 3,968,000 
Other British possessions ... 254,000 430,000 485,000 915,000 
Foreign countries ... .--| . 969,000 440,000 464,000 904,000 
Total ... ...| 6,074,000 | 4,768,000 | 2,930,000 | 7,698,000 
Total for 1901...) °7,872,000 | 4,216,000 3,800,000 §,016,000 














NORTH-EASTERN RHODESIA. 
In the report of the ‘Administrator of Northern Rhodesia for 
1902-1902 it is stated that the value of goods 
Trade in 1901-02. imperted into that territory during the year 
endel the 3lst March, 1902, amounted to 
65,4331. During the same period the weight and value of 
exported goods was as follows :— 




















Exports. Weight. Value. 
! Lbs. £ 

Rubber .... es abe ade ai ahe oes|' 125,998 , 9,450 

Ivory oni 11,376 2,844 
Sundries, viz —Beeswax, rhino. horn, hippo. teeth, 

hippo. hide, and pig teeth . ... bee vie bbe — 23 

— 12,817 

Rubber in transit io hn = sae re 26,880 2,016 

Piehwles hee Nike aide chee oe 14,333 




















228 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Apr. 30, 1903. 





Miscellaneous. 





LEEWARD ISLANDS. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Assistant Treasurer and 
| Registrar of Shipping of St. Kitts-Nevis official 
“ae sh pag statistics sehen the trade of that Colony in 
‘1902, upon which the following tables are based. 
The figures for 1901 have been added for purposes of comparison. 
The imports and exports of the principal categories of merchandise 
during the two years mentioned were as follow :— 









































Imports, Exports. 

1901. 1902. 1901. | 1902. 

28 eer | | | 

| £ | ae ae 

Live animals ... ae on | 871 | 480 | 1,316 3,055 
Food: 0... 0s: sos ete one! «61,826 | 67,970 |] 114,678 |: 108,784 
Drink ... fin tad eis w| 4,237 | 4,785 || 2,419 2,811 
Narcotics éné ove 200 | aoe 1,130 | = | 24 
Raw materials coe RO | 310 | 376 
Manufactured articles—textile ... 36,424 | 34,592 | 25 | 145 
” o metal .... 6,564 |, 5,132 | 345 | 76 
Other manufactures ... oe 7 32,542 | 29,087 | 721 | 1,248 
Tethieas ats a 147,856 | 136,921 || 119,814 | 116,519 
Inter-island trade... one ; 873 814 3,948 13,377* 
Coin and bullion ... 0. | 1,000 ows 3.289 | 11,050 
Grand total ... ...| 149,729 | 187,735 || 127,051 | 140,946 

: | | 


| | ! 





* Includes 8,0007. coin and bullion. 


The value of the trade by countries (exclusive of internal trade) 
during the same two years was as follows :— 






































Imports. Exports. 

1901. 1902. 1901. 1902. 
, | 
J ee ae woe £ 

United Kingdom... see .»| 66,131 59,110 | 5,634 11,118 
British North America _... we{ 11,777 13,454 || 14,242 53,745 
Other British possessions ... sive 3,098 3,231 || 3,972 12,776 
United States... cee bos ane 65,029 | 57,875 || 89,145 38,455 
Other countries one nik éna 2,821 3,251 || 10,110 11,475 
Total ... ... £| 148,856 | 136,921 | 123,103 | 197,569 
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Miscellaneous. 





GERMANY. 


With reference to the rotice on p. 308 of the “ Board of Trade 
;, Jourral,” for the 14th August, 1902, regardin 

paguiations the Law prohibiting the th a hi importation 
under the Law ae acta Mie. tei th 

Prohibiting or sae of saccharine, &c., in Germany, the 

_ Boare of Trade have received, through ‘the 
Trade in 5 
meteentein: Oe Foretzn Office, copy of a memorandum by 
' H.M. Commercial Attaché at Berlin on the 
regulations for carrying‘out this Law, which came into force on 
the 1st of April, 1903. ° 

The principal provisions are as follows:— 

Of the existing factor:es of saccharine only one is allowed to go 
on manufacturing, a pe:mission that may, however, be recalled at 
any time. The price of 30 marks per kilog. cannot be exceeded 
when selling refined saccharine to German consumers ; exportation 
is allowed without any ‘estriction on price. It may be observed 
that the price before the passing of the Law was only 15 marks. 

With regard to businéss done within Germany, the regulations 
treat saccharine in the same way as if it were poison. It can 
only be furnished to apothecaries or to persons who have special 


‘authority to use it, and to the heads of certain establishments for 


cures, which at present is limited to that at Neuenahr on the 
Rhine. 

For the production >of specified articles, manufacturers can 
procure saccharine in cates where sugar cannot be used. 


FRANCE—DAHOMEY. 
According to ‘‘ La Dép@zhe Coloniale” of 5th April, the value of 


the -mports into and the exports from the 
"rade in 1902. French colony of Dahomey in 1902 was as 
showa in the following table, the figures for 

1900 and 1901 being adied for the purposes of comparison :— 














aeerene | 1900. 1901. 1902. 
ae £ £ 
Imports _ wwe vee — | 609,000 630,000 684,000 
Exports ove eee oe oe a 510,000 419,000 547,000 
Total trade a £ 1,119,000 1,049,000 1,231,000 











The value of the imports from France in 1902 was 161,0007. as 
compared with 132,00)/. in 1901, and the exports to France 
166,0001. as compared with 160, QOL. 

The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
imported in each of the years 1900, 1901 and 1902 :— 
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Miscellaneous. 
-— 1900. 1901. 1902. 
: £ £ ' £ 
Beverages ... qee ose 173,000 197,000 75,000 
Piece-goods .. ps bee 132,000 127,000 209,000 
Specie and paper money ... 73,000 41,000 54,000 
Tobacco of all kinds 42,000 32,000 35 000 
Metals and machinery ... 18,000 23,000 104, 000 
Manufactured articles (various) . 18,000 22,000 24.000 
Manufactures of wood : 14,000 17,000 27,000 
Threads 13,000 16,000 14,000 
Glass and crystal ware 9,000 13,000 12,000 
Salt ... ics ‘in oe 14,000 11,000 11,000 
All other articles 103,000 131,000 119,000 
a 609,000 680,000 684,000 
| 

















Of the total imports, Great Britain contributed goods to the 


value of 139,000/., Germany 230,000/., and Lagos 75,000/. 


The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
exported in 1902, the figures for 1901 being added for purposes of 


comparison :— 











| 











—. 1901. | 1902, 
| OA Ot : Sas ae 
x & 
Palm nuts 193,000 298,000 
Palm oil... pa as on _ inp vas 189,000 213,000 
Other articles ... 0s -_ ead ies na 37,000 36,000 
metal > xc enn £\ 419,000 547,000 

















FRANCE—NEW CALEDONIA. 


According to the ‘‘ Dépéche Coloniale,” the trade of New 
Caledonia in 1902 amounted in value to 
25,729,000 frs. (1,029,000/.), of which 
13,446,000 frs. (538,0001.) represented imports 
and 12,288,000 frs. (491,000/.) exports. Compared with the results 
of preceding years, the value of the exports shows an important 
increase, whilst as regards imports the value shows only a slight 
falling-off from the preceding year. 

The total value of the imports and exports in each of the last 
five years is given as follows : — 


Trade in 1902. 











—-—- Imports. |. Exports. 

| Frances. Francs. 
1898 we dee oh tee ~ pes |  9;752,808 | 6 736,728 
1899 aba bas we we pie ase .--| 10,958,198 8,913,197 
1900 tate, PST Rea OU a 8,869,716 
1901 ow ae pee abd oe ond ---| 18,681,939 11,055,872 
1902 ‘te ‘sé sea iv? oes vee | 13,446,000 12,283,000 
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Miscellaneous. 





—--  -- SO a a ee - SE ee 


In 1902 the quantity of isle: ore exported was slightly inferior 
to that of the preceding year, the figures being 129,653,090 kilogs. 
as compared with 152 814,356 kilogs. The exports of cobalt, 
which were only 3,123, 150 kilog s. In 1901, reached 7,512,220 kilogs. 
in 1902, while those of Oat fell from 17,451,192 kilogs. in 1901 
to 10,281,000 in 1902. As regards coffee, it will be seen from the 
following figures that the exports have increased very considerably 
during the last five years :— 





Kilogs. Kilogs. 
1898... ... 141,189 1901 443,726 
1899 ti... .-» 906,197 1902 548,305 
1900 Si... ee | 240,929 
CUBA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Minister at 
Havana, stating that an International Chamber 
of Commerce has been recently legally con- 
stituted in that city, under the auapices of 
many of the leading foreign business houses. 

The objects of the Chamber, as set forth in the bye-laws, a copy 
of w hich may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.), may 
be summarised as follows :— 

“To defend the mercantile, industrial, and shipping interests 
throughout the Island; to assist in their development ; and to 
bring the Cuban Republic i in closer commercial touch with the rest 
of the world ; placing its services at the same time at the disposal 
of the existing Government for the furtherance of these ends.” 


URUGUAY. 
The following tables, showing the value of the foreign trade of 
Uruguay in 1902, are taken from the ‘‘ Monte- 
video Times” of 15th March. Figures for 
the two preceding years have been added for 
purposes of comparison :— : : 


International 
Chamber of Com- 
merce at Havana. 





Trade in 1902. 


























Imports. 

: —-- 1900. 1901, 1902. 
; = ses | Dollars. Dollars.* Dollars.* 
; Drinks in general ... de ove «--| 2,363,567 2,284,627 1,990,367 
é Comestibles, cereals and spices ... e+} 4,952,677 5,129,837 5,048,319 
Tobacco and cigars.. de | 210,421 231,823 208,909 
Soft goods and materials A ..., 4,301,783 3,936,184 4,51) ,764 
Ready-made clothing | 1,106,723 954,333 1,055,256 
Raw material and machinery | 7,269,180 7,755,510 7,346,662 
Various ads | 2,773,296 2,576,905 2,554,393 
Live-stock ... 1,009,959 822,713 801,677 
Total... | 23,977,606 | 23,691,982 | 23,517,347 








Uruguayan dollar = 4s, 34d. (about), 
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Miscellaneous. 
Exports. 
| | 
—— | 1900. 1901, | 1902. 

| | 
Dollars.* | Dollars.* | Dollars.* 
Live-stock ... ode ay cu 534,216 | 473,422 | 611,945 
Slaughter-house products jet fre .-.| 26,605,662 | 25,931, 115 | 29,737,992 
Agricultural products... see | 1,669,523 572, 6684) 2,458,827 
Other products... * ae is 437,535 | 619,551 603,972 
Various articles... sail ing ons 21,310 6,493 37,614 
Provisions for vessels less ‘a ~ 119,941 127,877 152,162 
Total... _ ‘on .--| 29,388,187 | 27,731,126 | 33,602,512 














* Uruguayan dollar = 4s, 3;-d. (about). 





GUATEMALA. 


A despatch dated 17th March has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Guatemala, enclosing 
prrnetinccenh copy and translation of a new Law issued on 

One ais hi Life the 29th January regarding fire and life insur- 

vette arte ance companies in Guatemala. 
Article XXI. of this Law provides that after 
ees acme a period of five years, counting from the date 
of the promulgation of the Law, life and fire insurance companies 
may not continue their operations in Guatemala unless they invest 
in that country half, at least, of the value of the premiums they 
collect there. 

By Article XXII. it is provided that the authority which the 
Government grants to life, fire, and maritime risks insurance 
companies, having their headquarters abroad, may always be 
withdrawn, six months’ notice having been given to the interested 
parties. 

The complete translation of the Law may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 


to 1 p.m.). 


New Law 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 17 Weeks ended 23rd April, 1903. 



































Week ended | 17 Weeks || Week ended | 17 weeks 
: one ear ood” | 23rd April, Ba Oe | 23rd April, 
’ 1903. ) 1903. 
anne | 
IMPORTS. | EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) | (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American .., o» «| 86,949 | 1,436,969 8,835 80,000 
Re 90,359 1,969 16,153 - 
East Indian... .. ..| 2,794 34,673 1,000 11,370 
Egyptian... ace ooo | 2,835 210,098 724 54,840 
Miscellaneous _ | 1,123 16,887 } 190 3,447 
Total ... 2 «| 102,980 | 1,788,986 || 12,718 165,810 














ow ee 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 25th April, 1903, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price, 








Wheat, Barley. Oats. 





; | d. . 
Week ended 25th April,1903 ... ~«.... 26 «1 | at 9 | a7 


Corresponding week in— | 
as: -te el Ookla!” Cm ae Se Pa Se eee 
ao es ee eee ek ae ke 
a a ene oe be i er 
_.. a ree i er se 
on rT eee ss oe Se 
4 OEE ee eee oe ee eee 
ee en on oe otk 

















* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty lmperiai 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 


25th April, 


corresponding week of the previous year. 


1903, together with the quantities imported in the 




















Week ended | Oorrespond- 
ia al 25th Apr., ing week 
1908. in 1902. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... es Number. 9,154 7,100 
Sheep and lambs .. i a ‘9 9,099 5,465 
wine eee _— ese eee pee 9 — — 
Horses eee eee eee eee eer 99 608 506 
Fresh meat :— 
a oral iad Sea ee: Cwts. 73,889 78,404 
— — pat oe one nen “ 106,806 100,524 
or se - ii ion - 11,243 7,851 
Salted or preserved meat :— | 
a eee Cwts. | 47, 9%5 99,295 
Beef ese eve eee eee eee rT} 2,807 2,381 
mame stk Consediaia clone g3hlaadé 2. chee | 14,681 06,047 
or ° . if 5, 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or ‘fresh . et | 15,432 138,563 
Meat, preserved otherwise thanbysalting _ 19,653 58,832 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter seo eee o0e ove eee Cwts. 61,776 80,902 
pewehe -~ sini oa _ ind ” ye 18,255 
Cheese... oe 15, 13,670 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ... ‘nis - 68 _ 
” cream eee eee eee ” 61 48 
»» condensed . see - 19,359 21,813 
2 ing other kinds ... “¥ 16 
Eggs . - ai ie = ...| Grt. Hundr, 246,204 882,296 
Poultry and game ‘as vee ead Value £ 19,020 9,210 
— dead (not tinned) de >> Dek Cwts, Bia poe oe 
eee ose ie - ; 32,8 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat... ja ope me Cwts, 1,271,750 1,465,938 
Wheat-meal and flour ... wu. we ~ 299,066 453,378 
REP ego. re me 462,826 243,405 
Oats eee ese eee eee e ” 269,511 321,417 
_ al one ose om an * = 31,687 
eans—_l, aS ete 2,3 77,681 
Maize or Indian corn... sete eo 856,561 687,083 
ruit, raw :— 
Apples ove ove - ee Owts. 22,812 21,146 
Apricots and peaches ° - ee - _ — 
Bananas ... ove ges ° - Bunches, 56,269 51,628 
Cherries... wie eee “ a Cwts, — 12 
Currants ... ote , see - — _— 
Gooseberries en —e, a ° . 20 — 
or - ” 485 869 
se . ees) com. hee - aes ‘is 25,245 25,617 
Oranges... eae ove ove ove ‘a 165,557 207,076 
— wad os ons ene os a 309 199 
ums... - ons ae oe ae * —_ ~ 
Strawberries oe eee ond oe “ _ 4 
Unenumerated ... ove - - ” 2,383 235 
Re ee ‘se . Tons, 3,447 9,137 
ge eee - eee eee ee Fo ae! 1,663 
fy) - ove ose see yes wts. 2 853 
Looet i beans.. oe eee ove eee - 9,200 85,400 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions eee eee eve eee - Bushels, 170,836 169,145 
puennes i ees” a all Cwts, 122,443 46,455 
omatoes ... ose eve ee ee ‘ss 18,079 15,421 
Unenumerated ... 10 vee Value £ 12.149 21,089 
Vegetables, dried .. ma oe Cwts, 1,871 1,168 
Preserved by canning = we “ 5,747 2,115 


Qo 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accourts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1903, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be. yurchased at a small cost (in the present 

instance 1s.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Kyre and Spottiswoode, Hast Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 82, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinbargh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at 4 cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. ‘This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


TEE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 15th 
April :—State of the Labour Market in March; Wages Agreement 
in the South Wales Coal Trade; Labour Legislation in Holland ; 
Report of the American Coal Strike Commission; New German 
Merchant Shipping Acts; Price of Bread, Wheat, and Flour; 
Prices of Coal and Iron; New Industrial Organisations Registered 
in 1902; Report of Canadian Department of Labour, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the ‘“ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,952. Chicago and District, 1902. 


Necessity for watching Ame- to farming. Good prospects 
rica’s increased manufacturing for poultry rearers. 
activity. Demand ‘for skilled labour 
Falling-off of British dry high cost of living. 
goods imports. Examination of the condi- 
Agricultural prosperity. tion of the various manufactur- 
Spread of irrigation ‘works. ‘ ing industries. 


Cattle ranching giving place Progress of railways. 
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Better position of Indian tea 
in the import market. 

Table showing number of 
cattle, sheep and hogs in the 


United States in 1901-3. 
Statistics of the quantity 


This publication also contains reports by 


and value of the export trade 
of Chicago, as well as tables of 
the value of the import trade, 
showing the share of the 
United Kingdom. 


the British Vice- 


Consuls at St. Louis, Denver City, Kansas City, and St. Paul, 


Minnesota. 


No. 2,954. Portugal, 1902. 


No decline in general re- 
sources of Portugal. 

Loss of trade caused by 
heavy Customs duties, high 
prices of necessaries and de- 
pression in the Portuguese 
colonies. 

Values of the various classes 
of imports and exports. 


Analysis of export trade, 
showing quantity and value of 
the most important produce 
exported. 

Shipping entries and depar- 
tures. 

Rates of exchange. 


No. 2,955. Cherbourg, 1902. 


Customs duties still an 
obstacle to British import 
trade. 


Proposed improvements in 
coal discharging methods. 
Stone exports. 


Trade in dairy and agri- 


cultural produce. 


Returns of shipping at the 
ports of SBarfleur, Carteret, 
Portbail, and St. Vaast. 


This publication contains also a report by the British Vice- 


Consul at St. Malo. 


No. 2,956. Chemnitz, 1902. 


Recovery in most branches 
of industry except iron trade. 

Review of the hosiery and 
glove trade. 

Statistics of Germany’s im- 


port and 
textiles and knit goods, show- 
ing principal 
origin and destination. 


export trade in 
countries of 


Census returns. 


No. 2,957. The Cyclades, 1902. 


Trade of Syra and other 
islands featureless. 

Classes of goods in which 
foreign competition is met. 

Comparative tables of im- 


ports and exports with all 
foreign countries. 


British imports in 1900, 


1901, and 1902. 


Shipping returns. 


This publication contains also reports by the British Consular 


Agents at Seriphos, Zea, Santorin, and Milo. 
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No. 2,958. Servia, 1902. 


Examination of import trade, Comparative table showing 
setting forth opportunitjes for average values of principal 
increasing same, ¢é.g., In: paper goods imported, with Great 
and wool. Britain’s average share and her 

Cultivation of cotton,’ hemp, share in 1901. . 
and flax. Tables showing export trade 

Principal manufacturing in- by countries and principal 
dustries of Servia. articles. 


Table showing total vélue of 
import trade by countries of 


origin. 
No. 2,959. Germany, 1902. 

Industrial condition. German motor car industry. 

Comparative figures of Im- Table of export figures of 
port and Export Trade. German machinery, &c. 

Agricultural produce; de- Indigo, export figures. 
tailed statistics of production, Sugar production and con- 
&e. sumption in Germany. 


Mining and colliery incustry: 
production, imports and exports 


of coal. 
OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Coal Exports, &c., Refiun. 111. Price 33d. 


This return, which is issued annually, contains statistics showing 
the quantity of coal expo:ted from each port in the United Kingdom 
to each country abroad ‘luring each quarter of the years 1901 and 
1902, as well as the quantity shipped at each port for the use of 
vessels on foreign voyag2s during the same periods. The return 
also contains a summa:y statement, showing the shipments of 
coal from the principal €istricts of the United Kingdom to various 


groups of foreign countries and British possessions during each 
quarter of 1901 and 19€2. 


Banking and Railway Statistics, Lreland (December, 1902). 
[Cd. 1,543.] Price 8d. 


According to this hajf-yearly report issued by the Department 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, the amount 
of deposits and cash bakances in Joint Stock Banks in Ireland at 
the close of Decembe’ last stood at 44,450,000/., whilst the 
deposits in Post Office: and Trustee Savings Banks amounted to 
11,470,000/., both these amounts being the highest recorded. The 
report also contains stetistics of the work of Co-operative Credit 
Associations in Ireland during each of the years 1898 to 1901, and 
statistics of the Irish rgilways. | 
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Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
Ist January, 1903, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 





| i 





No. Place. Price | No. | Place. Price 
EU ROPE— | | AFRICA— 
Denmark: | 2931 Alexandria .,.1901 and part 
2934 | Denmark | ‘men- | of 1902) 1d. 
tary) . oe ..1901, 1d, | 2948 | Somaliland Protectorate © : 
| | 1901-02) 2}d. | 
France: 588 Exotic Plants of Economic 
2949 | Brest... +< 1902) 13d.| | Interest in the Botanic 
2955 | Cherbourg... wohl id. | Gardens at Entebbe, 
2941 | French Guinea ...1901| 1d, | Uganda ... ie ove| 20. 





2939 | Havre (Agriculture) ...1902| id. 


| 
| | 
| | 
| 











| Germany : | | AMERICA, NORTH— 
2956 | Chemnitz ...1902} 1d. || United States of America: | 
2945 | Estimates of the Ger- || 2952 | Chicago... on ..1902| 4d. | 
| man Empire .. ..1903, 1d. || 2942 | New Orleans ... » | 23d. 
2959 Germany asd “1902! 14d, 2944 | States of Maryland, 
| _ Virginia, West Vir- 
Greece : | } | ginia, and Kentucky 1902) 14d. 
2957 Cyclades oes ...1902) ld. S87 Coal Industry of the United 
2953 | Morea,and Provinces of | | States in 1901... ves] 2lbe 
| Acarnaniaand tolia 1902) 1d. | 
2947 | Thessaly - iocnuct ae | Mexico: | 
| 2925 | Mexico... mm .--1901| 24d. 4 
| Italy: | | 2951 | Mexico City ... 1902) 24d. 2 
2930 | Finances of Italy _...1902| 1}d.| | 
2933 | Italy ... ...  ...1901] 3d. | 
2936 | Naples ... sie .--1902| 1}d.| AMERICA, SOUTH— 
2935 | Venice ... ee 1901-02! 13d. Argentina: 
|| 2940 | ' Argentine finances 1901-02) 1}d. 
Portugal: } | 
2954 | Portugal see «oe L902; 3d, | Brazil: | 
| | 2938 | Brazil ... First half of 1902) 3d. ; 
Russia : | | 2928 Rio de Janeiro .--1901} lid, ; 
2943 Odessa (Supplementary) | | | 
| 1901} 13d.) | Chile : 
Servia: | | 2946 |Coquimbo ... — ...1901| 3d. 


0958 |Servia ...  ... «201902 Ia. | 
| 1 WEST INDIES— 

Spain: | | 2927 | Hayti ... wail 1901) 1d 
| 


2924 | Bilbao ... ve »»-1901| 24d. 
| | | ASIA— 
| Turkey: | | Siam: 
2950 | Constantinople ...1902| 2d. | 2929 | Chiengmai __.... ~1901| 1d, 
9932 | Crete ... oh e+ 1901) 1d. | | : 
2926 | | Eastern Coast of the | |PACIFIC ISLANDS— 


| Red Sea ... 1899-1901) 2d. || 2937 | Samoa ... vei -».1902) 1d, 





I] 

















ate 30, i 





THE BOA3D OF TRADE JOURNAL, 


ee eet ee 





Government Publications. 


239 


Eee 








-_--—~ 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 


1903, may be obtained from ihe above-mentioned sources :— 





No. 





Price. 








a 





RL ene er aaa, eee 








EUROPE— 
Belgium: 


Convention betweea the United Kingdom and Belgium | 
regulating telephonic cummunication between the two | 


countries... od 


France: 
Convention betweez the United Kingdom and France for 
the exchange of :nsured and uninsured parcels between 
France and Gibraftar ... oe as ove ion 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
Unu:ted States of America: 


Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States for the a¢justment of the Boundary between the 
Dominion of Cansda and the Territory of Alaska... 


ASIA— 
Corea : 


Accession of Corea to the Geneva Convention of 1864 for the 


amelioration of the condition of the wounded in armies in 


the field ... od 








4d. 


1d. 








COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1903, may be parchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. :— 











Annual. 
No. Place. Price. | 
377 Northern Nigeria eee oe eee 24d. 
378 British Guiana eee ess oe 24d, 
379 Mauritius nee ce ove eee 34d. 
380 Basutoland at $d. 
381 Southern Nigeria 24d, 
382 Trinidad and Tobazo 





Cyprus... 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 

















—~— ——— 





The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart- 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which ~ 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty — 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in — 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to © 
it, whether written or verbal. : E 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, © 
London, S.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, © 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the 7 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, 7 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply 7 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz.:—-Commercial 7 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs: Excise and 7 
‘‘ Consumption” Duties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other 7 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of = 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers: ~ 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender: © 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged m © 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. 4 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board | 
of Trade from the beginning of the present year, the work formerly | 
carried on by the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute 7 
is now conducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board ~ 
of Trade. The question of transferring the headquarters of this Branch © 
from Westminster to the City is receiving the attention of the Board of — 
Trade, and meanwhile verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch ~ 
through the Temporary Enquiry Office which has been opened in the City © 
Branch of the Imperial Institute at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. a 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with © 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham ~ 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at the Citv Branch. | 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended. for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal ” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. In future, periodical 
supplements to the “ Board of Trade Journal” will be issued, containing 
information and reports bearing on the work carried out in the Imperial 
Institute at South Kensington. 

CommERcIAL DEPARTMENT, Boarp. oF TRADE. 

January, 1903. 
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